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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA

BARBARA DZIEDZIC; PAUL
DZIEDZIC, SR.; STACEY WILSON;
AND PAUL DZIEDZIC, JR.; each in
their individual capacities; and
BARBARA DZIEDZIC, as Personal
Representative of the Estate of
Joshua Dziedzic,

                 Plaintiffs,

v.

PALMS WEST HOSPITAL LIMITED
PARTNERSHIP, a Florida limited
partnership doing business as
PALMS WEST HOSPITAL;
COLUMBIA PALM BEACH GP, LLC,
a Delaware limited liability company;
and LINDA TRUEMPY, R.N.,

                 Defendants.
____________________________/

CIRCUIT CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO. 502018CA007015XXXXMB

DEFENDANT, PALMS WEST HOSPITAL’S, RESPONSE TO
PLAINTIFFS’ REQUEST FOR ADMISSIONS

Defendant, PALMS WEST HOSPITAL, by and through the undersigned

attorneys, and pursuant to the applicable Fla. R. Civ. P., responds to Plaintiffs’

Request for Admissions dated June 4, 2018 as follows:

1. Please admit that Joshua Dziedzic suffered a venous air embolism when
Linda Truempy, R.N. removed his central line.

RESPONSE: Denied.

2. Please admit that Linda Truempy removed Joshua Dziedzic’s central line
while he was sitting up in a chair.

RESPONSE: Admitted.
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3. Please admit that the manner in which Linda Truempy, R.N. removed
Joshua Dziedzic’s central line was below the applicable standard of care
for ICU nurses.

RESPONSE: Denied.

4. Please admit that Joshua Dziedzic suffered a venous air embolism as a
result of the improper removal of his central line by Linda Truempy.

RESPONSE: Denied.

5. Please admit that a venous air embolism was the proximate cause of
Joshua Dziedzic’s cardiorespiratory arrest on August 18, 2016.

RESPONSE: Denied.

6. Please admit that a venous air embolism led to Joshua Dziedzic’s death
on August 22, 2016.

RESPONSE: Denied.

7. Please admit that the hospital owed a duty to Joshua Dziedzic’s family to
notify them that Joshua had sustained a venous air embolism as a result
of the improper removal of his central line.

RESPONSE: Denied.

8. Please admit that when Linda Truempy, R.N. removed Joshua Dziedzic’s
central line she was an employee of Palms West Hospital acting in the
course and scope of her employment.

RESPONSE: Admitted.

9. Please admit that if Linda Truempy was negligent when she removed
Joshua Dziedzic’s central line, then Palms West Hospital Limited
Partnership is vicariously liable for such negligence.

RESPONSE: Admitted to the extent that Palms West Hospital Limited
Partnership is vicariously liable for its employee, Linda Truempy.
Denied to the extent that this request implies any negligence on the
part of either Linda Truempy or Palms West Hospital Limited
Partnership,  which  calls  for  a  legal  conclusion  and  is  beyond  the
scope of Florida Rules of Civil Procedure 1.280 and 1.370.
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10. Please admit that if Linda Truempy was negligent when she removed
Joshua Dziedzic’s central line, then Columbia Palm Beach GP, LLC is
vicariously liable for such negligence.

RESPONSE: Denied.

11. Please admit that the hospital billed Joshua Dziedzic’s health insurance
carrier for care provided as a result of the venous air embolism.

RESPONSE: Denied.

12. Please admit that the hospital should not have billed Joshua Dziedzic’s
health insurance carrier for care arising from the venous air embolism.

RESPONSE: Admitted.

13. Please admit that the hospital was paid by Joshua Dziedzic’s health
insurance carrier for care arising from the venous air embolism.

RESPONSE: Denied.

14. Please admit that Palms West Hospital was a member of the Leap Frog
Group in August 2016.

RESPONSE: Admitted.

15. Please admit that the improper removal of Joshua Dziedzic’s central line
resulting in a venous air embolism qualifies as a “Never Event” according
to the National Quality Forum.

RESPONSE: Denied to the extent that this request refers to the
alleged improper removal of Joshua Dziedzic’s central line resulting
in a venous air embolism.  Admitted to the extent that venous air
embolisms generally qualify as “Never Events.”

16. Please admit that the improper removal of Joshua Dziedzic’s central line
resulting in a venous air embolism qualifies as a “Never Event” according
to Medicare.

RESPONSE: Denied to the extent that this request refers to the
alleged improper removal of Joshua Dziedzic’s central line resulting
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in a venous air embolism.  Admitted to the extent that venous air
embolisms generally qualify as “Never Events.”

17. Please admit that the improper removal of Joshua Dziedzic’s central line
resulting in a venous air embolism qualifies as a “Never Event” according
to Blue Cross Blue Shield.

RESPONSE: Denied to the extent that this request refers to the
alleged improper removal of Joshua Dziedzic’s central line resulting
in a venous air embolism.  Admitted to the extent that venous air
embolisms generally qualify as “Never Events.”

18. Please admit that the improper removal of Joshua Dziedzic’s central line
resulting in a venous air embolism qualifies as a “Never Event” according
to The Leapfrog Group.

RESPONSE: Denied to the extent that this request refers to the
alleged improper removal of Joshua Dziedzic’s central line resulting
in a venous air embolism.  Admitted to the extent that venous air
embolisms generally qualify as “Never Events.”

19. Please admit that the improper removal of Joshua Dziedzic’s central line
resulting in a venous air embolism qualifies as a “Sentinel Event” as the
term is used by The Joint Commission.

RESPONSE: Denied to the extent that this request refers to the
alleged improper removal of Joshua Dziedzic’s central line resulting
in a venous air embolism.  Admitted to the extent that venous air
embolisms generally qualify as “Sentinel Events.”

20. Please admit that the improper removal of Joshua Dziedzic’s central line
resulting in a venous air embolism qualifies as an “adverse incident” as
the term is used in Florida Statute 395.0197.

RESPONSE: Denied.

21. Please admit that Palms West Hospital has never advised Joshua
Dziedzic’s family that Joshua sustained a venous air embolism as a result
of the removal of his central line.

RESPONSE: Admitted.
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22. Please admit that Palms West Hospital has never apologized to Joshua
Dziedzic’s family for what happened to Joshua.

RESPONSE: Admitted.

23. Please admit that when Belayet Hossain, M.D. was providing medical care
to Joshua Dziedzic he was not acting as an agent or employee of Palms
West Hospital.

RESPONSE: Admitted.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy hereof has been electronically served

via Florida ePortal to: Scott R. McMillen, Esquire, Scott@mcmillenlawfirm.com;

billie@mcmillenlawfirm.com on this 20th day of August, 2018.

/s/ Amanda V. Ritucci
Adam W. Rhys, Esquire
Florida Bar No. 111716
Amanda V. Ritucci, Esquire
Florida Bar No. 0091612
WICKER SMITH O'HARA MCCOY & FORD, P.A.
Attorneys for Defendants
515 N. Flagler Drive, Suite 1600
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
Phone: (561) 689-3800 / Fax: (561) 689-9206
wpbcrtpleadings@wickersmith.com
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